
 

 

Research Statistics ​2018 

 
1 Research Completed in 2018 

Asylos volunteers completed 100 of the 139 reports requested in 2018 by the year’s end, left                               
14 ongoing for 2019, rejected 18, and abandoned 7. Despite rejecting slightly more cases than                             
in 2017, mostly due to incomplete requests or imprecise questions, Asylos volunteers                       
abandoned 50% fewer requests in 2018.  

Overall, Asylos completed or began work on 82% of all 2018 requests. Additionally, we                           
completed 18 reports left ongoing from 2017.  

This amounts to a total of ​118 reports completed in 2018​, which corresponds to a ​monthly                               
completion rate of 9.8 reports​—18% greater than the 2017 average. 

Completed or ongoing reports came from 11 countries of asylum and spanned 57 countries of                             
origin, and the regions broke down as follows: Africa (39), MENA (31), Afghanistan (9) Russia                             
and CIS (6), and Other/Global (29). 

 

2 Research Requested in 2018  1

In 2018, Asylos received ​139 research requests from ​14 countries of asylum ​on 60                           
countries of origin​. For reference, in 2017, 140 research requests were received from 17                           
countries of asylum and 57 countries of origin. 

2.1 Countries of Asylum 

The top countries for research requests were France (43), Belgium (31), the UK (28), and the US                                 
(20). Requests from France, Belgium and the UK remained at similar levels to 2017 statistics,                             
whereas request from the US quintupled.  

● 58% of French requests went to the Africa team 

1 ​Despite this report predominantly containing statistics on research requests, Asylos’ high take-up rate indicates that the 
descriptive statistics of the requests do not significantly differ from the descriptive statistics of completed reports.  

 



 

● 45% of Belgian requests went to the MENA team  
● UK requests spanned all teams except Russia/CIS, which received no UK requests.  
● 60% of US requests were from South or Central America and went to the Global team 

2.2 Teams and Countries of Origin 

Requests per team are broken down as             
follows: 

● Afghanistan (13) 
● Africa (49) 
● MENA (36)  
● Russia/CIS (8) 
● Global (33) 

Compared to 2017 request numbers, 

● Afghanistan requests fell by 28%; 
● Africa requests rose by 11%; 
● MENA requests fell by 12%; 
● Russia/CIS requests fell by 60%, and 
● Global team requests rose by 150%. 

About 55% of the Afghanistan team’s cases focused Pakistan and Bangladesh, the remainder                         
centering on Afghanistan. 

Almost 43% of the ​Africa team’s cases emerged from West African states like Cameroon,                           
Guinea, and Benin; an additional 29% involved Angola and the DRC.  

Iraq made up 25% of all ​MENA​ cases. 

The South Caucasus states (Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia) constituted 63% of the ​CIS                         
team’s work in 2018.  

About 40% of ​Global team cases were from South and Central America, and an additional 30%                               
emerged from the former Yugoslavia. 
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The top countries of origin across all five teams were: 

● The DRC (9 requests; 6%) 
● Iraq (9 requests; 6%) 
● Afghanistan (6 requests; 4%) 
● Angola (6 requests; 4%) 
● Cameroon (6 requests; 4%) 

Only the DRC and Afghanistan have remained among the top COO in 2017 and 2018. Top                               
countries of origin in 2017 were: 

● Afghanistan (10 requests; 7%) 
● Algeria (8 requests; 6%) 
● Sudan (8 requests; 6%) 
● The DRC (7 requests; 5%) 
● Nigeria  (7 requests; 5%) 
● Russia (7 requests; 5%) 
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2.3 Languages 

We received 97 requests for English notes and 42 French, a 2.3 to 1 ratio. This remains almost                                   
unchanged from 2017. The ratio, however, does not hold across teams. 

More than 75% of all Afghanistan, MENA, and Global team                   
requests came in English. Africa and Russia/CIS requests,               
meanwhile, were evenly split between English and French.  

This trend is mostly consistent with 2017 ratios, but the                   
ratios were closer to 50/50 for the MENA and Global teams,                     
and Russia/CIS received more French requests than English               
ones. 

 

 

 

2.5 Stage of Procedure 

The data on which stages of the asylum and protection procedures reports were requested for                             
breaks down as follows:  

● Over 42% of requests were for a first or                 
second appeal. 

● Initial administrative applications     
formed 18% of requests. 

● Fresh claims made up 14% of research             
requests. 

● Other claims, including those       
submitted for cases heard before         
Upper Tribunal in the UK and the             
European Court of Human Rights,         
constituted 9% of all research requests. 

Lawyers and caseworkers in each country           
preferred to request reports for different           
stages of the procedure: 

● France: First appeals (70% of all requests) 
● Belgium: Requests span all stages of procedure 
● The UK: Fresh claims (40%) and first appeals (35%) 
● The US: Initial administrative claims (60% of all requests) 
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2.6 Research Themes  

Asylos sorts its many research topics into general themes: ​minority groups, national and                         
local government practices, domestic security, political conflict, and gender​. Other                   
topics include civil status discrimination and medical cases The latter tends to overlap with the                             
government practices and minority group themes. 

31% of requests focused pertained to minority             
groups: 

● 23% on religious minorities; 
● 20% on LGBTI minorities, and  
● 18% on ethnic minorities 
● 14% on general discrimination against         

minorities 
● 9% on people who are HIV positive 
● 9% on professionals (e.g. journalists) 
● 7% on people with disabilities 

19% of requests focused pertained to governance             
practices: 

● 80% on healthcare; 
● 12% on customary law, and 
● 8% on corruption 
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15% of requests pertained to domestic security: 

● 30% on general domestic security; 
● 30% on armed conflict, and 
● 25% on organ and human trafficking 
● 15% on military personnel 

 

 

 

15% of requests pertained to political conflict: 

● 85% on political opposition, and 
● 15% on political insurgencies 

 

 

 

12% of requests pertained to gender: 

● 58% on gender-based discrimination; 
● 18% on domestic violence; 
● 12% on female genital mutilation, and 
● 12% on forced marriage 

 

 

 

20% of requests pertained to medicine and             
healthcare, which overlaps with the practices and             
minorities themes above: 

● 74% on national and local healthcare           
systems; 

● 15% on HIV, and 
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● 11% on disabilities 

2.6 Research Topics  

The most widely requested topic in 2018 were: 

● healthcare systems (15%), 
● political opposition (12%), and 
● civil status discrimination (8%) 

The most frequently requested countries, Iraq and the DRC, differed by topic: 

● Top subjects in the DRC included religious minorities (33%) and political opposition                       
(22%) 

● Top subjects in Iraq included religious minorities (22%) and gender (22%) 

The most often requested topics also differed by regional team. 

● Afghanistan: political opposition (23%) and civil status (15%) 
● Africa: medical care (22%), gender (16%), and political opposition (6%) 
● MENA: civil status (17%), medical care (14%), and political opposition (11%) 
● Russia/CIS: medical care (50%) and ethnic minorities (25%) 
● Global: medical care (21%), gender (18%), and armed conflict (15%) 
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